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Mr. Speaker, if President Bush really 

wants to support our troops, he would 
reconsider his veto threat and help us 
give our troops a much deserved pay 
raise. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 171 

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I do want to 
take a moment today to thank my col-
league from Missouri, the chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee, Mr. 
SKELTON, for providing this oppor-
tunity today to honor an American 
hero. 

I rise today to discuss H. Res. 171, a 
bill to recognize the 250th anniversary 
of the birth of the Marquis de Lafay-
ette. 

On September 6, 2007, our Nation will 
celebrate the 250th birthday of one of 
the truly outstanding and extraor-
dinary people in our country’s history, 
the Marquis de Lafayette. 

Born in the Auvergne section of 
France, Lafayette did not become an 
honorary American citizen until 2002, 
some 168 years after his death. He was 
commissioned with the rank of major 
general in the Continental Army just 
shy of his 20th birthday, and he soon 
became one of George Washington’s 
closest confidants. The first foreign 
dignitary to address the House of Rep-
resentatives, Lafayette was a steadfast 
supporter of liberty, loyalty and de-
mocracy. 

You have heard many of my col-
leagues speak to Lafayette’s legacy as 
a military leader. I rise today to offer 
a different perspective as to Lafay-
ette’s influence on our Nation’s his-
tory. 

Lafayette College, located in my dis-
trict in eastern Pennsylvania, was 
founded in 1826 by the citizens of Eas-
ton. And I am here once again to com-
memorate this auspicious occasion and 
ask that my colleagues join me in this 
celebration. 

f 

b 1015 

DEMOCRATS WANT TO PROTECT 
THE HOMELAND BUT THE PRESI-
DENT IS FIGHTING POPULAR 
MEASURES 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, for the first 
4 months of this year, the new Demo-
cratic-led House approved key legisla-
tion that will move us in a new direc-
tion and allow us better defense of our 
Nation and strengthen our military. 
Unfortunately, time and time again, 
the President has either vetoed our ef-
forts or has threatened to veto. 

During our first 100 hours, we passed 
a bill implementing the recommenda-
tions of the bipartisan 9/11 Commis-
sion, including improvements in secur-

ing our ports, our border and our infra-
structure. The administration cur-
rently opposes this legislation. 

This House also approved the Rail 
and Mass Transit Security Act, which 
requires the Homeland Security De-
partment to develop plans to protect 
our rail and mass transit. Despite 
strong bipartisan support here in the 
House, President Bush has threatened 
to veto it. 

Mr. Speaker, protecting our home-
land is not a partisan issue. This House 
approved both of these critical home-
land security bills with the votes of 
both Republicans and Democrats. I 
would hope the President would stop 
being an obstructionist and instead 
support our important bills. 

f 

THE DEMOCRATIC TRAIL OF 
BROKEN PROMISES 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I want to talk just a little bit 
about some of my encounters with my 
constituents over the weekend. What 
they are saying when I meet them is, 
what is going on in Washington? What 
is happening up there? We thought we 
were going to see a different type of en-
vironment. But you know what, it 
seems like nothing is getting done. 

Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, they are 
right on the mark, because we are zero 
in ’07 on the six for ’06 that the leader-
ship had promised that they were going 
to do. 

More importantly to my constitu-
ents, and especially to some of those at 
Fort Campbell that I had the oppor-
tunity to spend time with on Sunday 
evening as they had their Normandy 
barbecue, the number one question 
was, what is going on with the Iraq 
supplemental? It is truly a disservice 
to our men and women in uniform for 
this not to be passed. Our troops in the 
field need that funding. 

Other constituents were saying, what 
is this we are hearing about this budg-
et? My goodness, the single largest tax 
increase in history? 

Yes, indeed. And I can guarantee you, 
Mr. Speaker, many of us will stand in 
the gap to keep that from becoming 
law. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS STILL WANT 
TO PROVIDE THE PRESIDENT A 
BLANK CHECK ON IRAQ WAR 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, when it 
comes to addressing the most impor-
tant issues currently facing our Na-
tion, the Republicans in this body are 
once again all talk and no action. De-
spite overwhelming public opposition 
to President Bush’s open-ended com-
mitment in Iraq, despite thousands of 
lives lost and hundreds of billions of 
dollars of taxpayers money spent, Re-

publicans still won’t actually take ac-
tion to end this war. 

Oh, they talk a good game. They say 
they are listening to the retired gen-
erals, the soldiers and the American 
people who want our troops brought 
home. A few of them even went to the 
White House a few weeks ago to vent 
their frustration over the war in Iraq 
and the President’s leadership. 

But when it comes to actually mov-
ing to send President Bush a message 
that this Congress is moving the war in 
the right direction, my colleagues on 
the other side the aisle do what they 
always do; they line up and vote with 
their leadership and with President 
Bush. 

Mr. Speaker, despite their claims, 
Republicans still want to write blank 
checks and rubber-stamp the Presi-
dent’s policy. While they wait, Demo-
crats are moving forward with our 
commitment to making serious 
changes in Iraq. 

f 

THE GRAND BARGAIN IS NO BAR-
GAIN FOR THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE 
(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, over the 
past year, I have worked with col-
leagues in the House and Senate to 
achieve border security and com-
prehensive immigration reform with-
out amnesty. I believe illegal immigra-
tion is a crisis that demands a national 
response, but amnesty is not that re-
sponse. 

From what we know about the recent 
compromise announced in the Senate, 
there are many commendable elements 
of the plan, including stronger border 
security measures and a shift to a 
merit-based immigration system. How-
ever, ultimately what has been dubbed 
a ‘‘grand bargain’’ is no bargain for the 
American people. 

By permitting illegal immigrants to 
get right with the law without leaving 
the country, the Senate compromise 
amounts to amnesty for millions of il-
legal immigrants, and I cannot support 
it. 

I do hope to continue to work with 
colleagues in both parties in the House 
and Senate to craft final legislation 
that puts border security first, creates 
a temporary worker program without 
amnesty, that requires illegal immi-
grants to leave the country to apply, 
and, when they come, to learn English 
and live under the law when they are 
here. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AMERICAN SOL-
DIERS, VETERANS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week this House passed a bipartisan de-
fense authorization bill. The legisla-
tion includes two provisions to which 
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President Bush objected. One gives our 
military a well-deserved pay raise, and 
the other offers surviving spouses of 
fallen armed servicemembers an addi-
tional $40 per month. 

Our men and women in uniform and 
their family members have sacrificed 
enormously. They have earned honor, 
and they deserve the benefits that 
would be provided to them in this bill. 

While the President has repeatedly 
called for supporting our troops and 
their families, it appears that his 
words do not match his deeds. On the 
other hand, this Congress has com-
mitted to providing our troops the 
equipment, training and benefits they 
need and deserve, ensuring our vet-
erans get the care to which they are 
entitled and caring for our military 
families who endure many issues when 
their loved ones serve overseas and 
when they return home. 

Our Nation owes our soldiers, our 
veterans and our families more than 
just empty talk. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE TROOPS WITH A 
FAIR PAY RAISE 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
was a military spouse and I lived on 
military pay. It is very difficult to do 
that. But we do that with honor and 
with gratitude for the chance to serve 
this country. 

The House of Representatives recog-
nizes that service and called for a 3.5 
percent increase in pay for the mili-
tary. The President, who talks about 
supporting the troops, does not want 
that. He is strongly opposed to raising 
the pay of military families. 

How much does that really mean? 
For an E–4, it means $200 a year. $200 a 
year. The President provides $536 bil-
lion of tax breaks for the top 1 percent, 
and is unwilling to give $200 a year to 
an E–4. Seventy times what we are ask-
ing, seventy times, goes to the rich. 

It is time for the President to start 
supporting the troops instead of sup-
porting the rich. I hope before Vet-
erans’ Day, the President changes his 
mind and agrees with the House of Rep-
resentatives that our men and women 
in uniform deserve this pay. 

f 

BEING HONEST ABOUT PLANS IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
many of my friends ask me as we 
struggle to fund this war, why are the 
Iraqi Parliamentarians going on a 2- 
month vacation? The answer is very 
simple: Self-preservation. The AP re-
ported that ‘‘a few shells’’ fell in the 
Green Zone last weekend. Well, my 
sources in Amman and in Baghdad told 
me that 47 mortar rounds landed in the 
Green Zone on Sunday, and on Monday 

they hit the parliament building, de-
stroying the office of Dr. Mashhadani 5 
minutes after he left it. 

The AP also reports that the Defense 
Minister, Mr. Obeidi, has told reporters 
that Iraq’s military was drawing up 
plans in case U.S. forces left the coun-
try quickly. ‘‘The army plans on the 
basis of a worst case scenario so as not 
to allow any security vacuum. There 
are meetings with political leaders on 
how we can deal with the sudden pull-
out.’’ 

It sounds to me like we are looking 
at off-the-hotel-roof in Vietnam, or 
maybe it was the pullout from Beirut. 

I wish, Mr. Speaker, we could make 
the President be honest with us about 
what he is actually planning. The 
world can’t figure it out. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Recorded votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today. 

f 

HONORING THE MARQUIS DE LA-
FAYETTE ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS 
BIRTH 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 171) honoring the 
Marquis de Lafayette on the occasion 
of the 250th anniversary of his birth, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 171 

Whereas Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch- 
Gilbert Du Motier, commonly known as the 
Marquis de Lafayette, was born on Sep-
tember 6, 1757, and occupies a considerable 
place in the history of the United States; 

Whereas Lafayette was a man of consider-
able military skill who expressed sympathy 
for American revolutionary fighters, decided 
to aid colonists in their struggle for inde-
pendence, and was voted by Congress the 
rank and commission of major general in the 
Continental Army; 

Whereas Lafayette’s military service was 
invaluable to General George Washington 
during many Revolutionary War battles, 
earning him the reputation as ‘‘the soldier’s 
friend’’; 

Whereas Lafayette’s strategic thinking, 
military skill, and dedication as a general 
officer serve as a model for present day 
American military officers; 

Whereas Congress appropriated awards and 
honors in honor of Lafayette’s service to the 
American people, including the commis-
sioning of a portrait that hangs in the House 
Chamber; 

Whereas because of Lafayette’s strong be-
lief in freedom, he advocated the abolition of 
slavery in the Americas, favored equal legal 

rights for religious minorities in France, and 
became a prominent figure in the French 
Revolution; 

Whereas, in 1824, at the invitation of Presi-
dent Monroe, Lafayette embarked upon a tri-
umphant, 13-month tour of all 24 States of 
the then-United States, during which he be-
came the first foreign dignitary to address 
the House of Representatives, and visited 
many Masonic bodies; 

Whereas because of America’s affection for 
Lafayette, many United States cities, towns, 
and counties have been named for him; 

Whereas Lafayette symbolizes the assist-
ance America received from Europe in the 
struggle for independence; 

Whereas United States aid to France dur-
ing the world wars of 1917-1918 and 1941-1945 
stemmed in part from shared values of de-
mocracy and freedom, which Lafayette 
strongly supported; 

Whereas the friendship between the people 
of the United States and France has not di-
minished; and 

Whereas continued relationships between 
the United States and France are important 
to the success of our global partnerships: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors Marquis de Lafayette on the 
250th anniversary of his birth; and 

(2) urges the cadets of the United States 
military academies and military officers par-
ticipating in various professional military 
education courses to study Lafayette’s im-
pact on the creation of the United States and 
on the United States military. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this resolution under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I hail from Lafayette 

County, Missouri. Its county seat is 
Lexington, my home. A few miles west-
bound on Highway 224 are the small 
towns of Napoleon, Wellington and Wa-
terloo. These communities, which are 
nestled into the fertile farmland and 
rolling hills south of the Missouri 
River, are named after prominent fig-
ures or places in French history. They 
are a very long way from France. But 
their names and the namesake of my 
home county, Marquis de Lafayette, re-
flect a friendship that has existed be-
tween the United States and France 
since the early days of the American 
Revolution. 

No one person better symbolizes that 
friendship and the assistance American 
colonists received from Europe in our 
struggle for independence than the 
Marquis de Lafayette. He occupies a 
considerable place in the history of the 
United States, which is why I was 
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